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Abstract 
The present study was conducted to identify and assess the constraints perceived by rural women during 

scientific management of their cattle in the Western Rajasthan. These rural women reared mainly cattle 

for their livelihood. The study was conducted on 240 rural women selected form 12 villages of three 

districts i.e. Jodhpur, Pali and Barmer, which are situated in the Western of Rajasthan. The findings of 

the study revealed that majority of rural women reported the low production status of their cow (85.83%), 

low price of milk (81.25%), high cost of feed/ fodder (78.75%), lack of knowledge about balance feeding 

(75%), high cost of treatment (73.33%), lack of knowledge about preservation of green fodder (70.83%), 

lack of knowledge about cattle diseases and their control measures (70%), repeat breeding (66.25%), lack 

of knowledge about vaccination and non-availability of animal health service provider in the village 

(60.41%) and lack of knowledge about veterinary first aid (57.5%) as the major constraints perceived by 

them during rearing of their cattle. 
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Introduction 

Economy of India is mainly based on the agriculture sector and animal husbandry and allied 

activities. More than two third of the rural population depending mainly on agriculture for 

their livelihood. (Tanwar and Kumar, 2014) [7]. Animal husbandry is the main occupation 

specially in the rural areas and an integral part of agriculture and most of the activities carried 

out by rural women in the villages. India has a great potential of livestock population of 536.8 

million which includes cattle (36.04%), buffaloes (20.47%), sheep (13.83%) and goats 

(27.74%) (Anonymous, 2020) [1]. India stand at rank first in milk production with an annual 

production of 187.7 million tonnes with an annual growth rate of about 6.5 percent 

(Anonymous, 2020) [1]. The state Rajasthan stood at 2nd and 6th position in the country in 

buffalo and cattle with a total population of 136.93 lakhs and 139.37 lakhs, respectively. Cattle 

farming is one of the important activity in India and characterized by milk production by the 

masses rather than mass production. The farmers maintained only 1-3 milch cow/ buffalo 

(Bhasin, 2012) [2]. The low production of their cattle due to adoption of traditional dairy 

practices and the various constraints perceived by them during scientific management from the 

field of health care, feeding, breeding and management. The main activity carried out by the 

rural women on the farm and they perceived various constraints during scientific cattle 

management practices which hinders the production of the cattle. It is necessary to overcome 

from the constraints/ obstacle so that the productivity can be increased and ultimately increases 

the socio-economic status of the rural women. In view of the above facts and scenario, the 

present study was conducted to study the constraints in scientific cattle management practices 

perceived by the rural women in Western Rajasthan. 

 

Materials and Method 

The present study was carried out in three districts of Western Rajasthan i.e. Jodhpur, Pali and 

Barmer. From these districts, Luni, Rohat and Kalyanpur tehsils were selected from Jodhpur, 

Pali and Barmer tehsils were selected respectively and from these selected tehsils four villages 

from each tehsil were selected randomly for the purpose of study. Thus, total 12 villages were 

selected for the purpose of study. From these selected villages, 20 rural women from each 

village were randomly selected as respondents who rear the cattle for their livelihood. Total 

240 rural women who carried out mainly cattle were selected as the respondents and were 
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interviewed through semi structured schedule and the data 

regarding constraints were tabulated and analysed accordingly 

to identify and assess the constraints perceived by them in 

adopting scientific cattle management practices. List of 

constraints was prepared after informal discussion with 

respondents. As the constraints were identified, each woman 

was asked separately to assigned the rank against each of 

listed constraints as per its intensity. 

 

Results and Discussion 

It could be ascertained from the Table 1 that majority of rural 

women reported the low production status of their cow 

(85.83%) followed by low price of milk (81.25%), high cost 

of feed/ fodder (78.75%), lack of knowledge about balance 

feeding (75%), high cost of treatment (73.33%), lack of 

knowledge about preservation of green fodder (70.83%), lack 

of knowledge about cattle diseases and their control measures 

(70%), repeat breeding (66.25%), lack of knowledge about 

vaccination and non-availability of animal health service 

provider in the village (60.41 lack of knowledge about 

veterinary first aid (57.5%), unavailability of milk co-

operative society in or nearby villages (53.75%) and lack of 

finance and loan facility nearby village (52.91%) as the major 

constraints perceived by them. 

 
Table 1: Constraints perceived by the rural women in adopting scientific cattle management practices in Western Rajasthan  

 

N= 240 

S. No. Constraints Frequency Rank 

1. Low production status of their cow 206 (85.83) I 

2. Low price of milk 195 (81.25) II 

3. High cost of feed/ fodder 189 (78.75) III 

4. Lack of knowledge about balance feeding 180 (75) IV 

5. High cost of treatment 176 (73.33) V 

6. Lack of knowledge about preservation of green fodder 170 (70.83) VI 

7. Lack of knowledge about cattle diseases and their control measures 168 (70) VII 

8. Repeat breeding 159 (66.25) VIII 

9. Lack of knowledge about vaccination 145 (60.41) IX 

10. Non-availability of animal health service provider in the village 145 (60.41) IX 

11. Lack of knowledge about veterinary first aid 138 (57.5) X 

12. Unavailability of milk co-operative society in or nearby villages 129 (53.75) XI 

13. Lack of finance and loan facility nearby village 127 (52.91) XII 

 

Data in parentheses indicate percent of respondents 

It could be observed that low production status of their cow 

was reported as first and one of the major constraints in the 

areas under study. It may be because most of them reared non 

descript breeds of cattle with poor production potential and 

low level of knowledge about scientific health care, breeding, 

feeding and management practices. Low price of milk 

reported as the second main constraint and might be because, 

most of them reared non descript breeds of cattle with poor 

production potential and low level of knowledge about 

scientific health care, breeding, feeding and management 

practices. High cost of feed/ fodder reported as third major 

constraints perceived by rural women. It may be due to 

unavailability of feed and fodder round the year and high cost 

of concentrated feed available in the nearby market. Lack of 

knowledge about balance feeding was reported as the fourth 

main constraints in cattle rearing an might be due to low 

productivity of their cattle as well as less extension contact 

that hinder the interest in acquiring the knowledge regarding 

balance feeding. High cost of treatment was observed as the 

fifth main constraint and may be due to due to the 

unavailability of nearby veterinary health centre / hospital in 

most of the villages and treatment is performed by the private 

paravets who charged more in comparison to the veterinarian 

and paravet appointed by the state government. 
The other constraints perceived by them were lack of 

knowledge about preservation of green fodder, lack of 

knowledge about cattle diseases and their control measures, 

repeat breeding, lack of knowledge about vaccination, non-

availability of animal health service provider in the village, 

lack of knowledge about veterinary first aid, unavailability of 

milk co- operative society in or nearby villages and lack of 

finance and loan facility nearby village. 

It was reported by Mishra et al. (2014) [4] in their study that 

repeat breeding (85.83%), high cost of feed/ fodder (81.67%), 

poor production status (80%), high cost of treatment 

(74.16%), low price of milk (70%) and lack of knowledge 

about scientific management (65.83%) were the major 

constraints among the tribal livestock farmers of Banswara 

district of Rajasthan. Somvanshi et al. (2015) [6] also reported 

in their study that repeat breeding (67.50%), poor knowledge 

about improved feeding of dairy animals (64.16%), high 

charge levied by veterinary staff (69.16%), poor awareness 

and knowledge about diseases & importance of vaccination 

(65%) were the main constraints among the dairy farmers in 

Mandsaur district of Madhya Pradesh. Same findings also 

reported by Mohapatra et al. (2012) [5] and Kumar et al. 

(2017) [3]. 

Overall study regarding constraints perceived in adopting 

scientific cattle management practices among rural women in 

Western Rajasthan revealed that major constraints are related 

with the economic factors and knowledge about scientific 

cattle management practices. It is because majority of the 

respondents belong to moderate income group from cattle 

rearing and high cost of feed-fodder, treatment and less 

remunerative price of milk make obstacle to make their dairy 

business less profitable. The lack of knowledge regarding 

scientific cattle management practices i.e. health care, 

feeding, breeding and management, resulted in poor 

production status of their cattle and created constraint to 

improve their socio-economic status in the society. It is 

necessary to directed the efforts to provide training to the 

rural women regarding scientific cattle management which 

ultimately improve their knowledge and they go for adoption 

of the innovation regarding animal husbandry. 

 

Conclusion 

Findings of the study revealed that the main obstacles in 

scientific management of cattle perceived by the rural women 

in Western Rajasthan was the Low production status of their 
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cow reported as ranked first and one of the major constraints 

in the areas under study followed by Low price of milk, High 

cost of feed/ fodder, Lack of knowledge about balance 

feeding, High cost of treatment. The other constraints 

perceived by them were Lack of knowledge about 

preservation of green fodder, Lack of knowledge about cattle 

diseases and their control measures, Repeat breeding, Lack of 

knowledge about vaccination, Non- availability of animal 

health service provider in the village, Lack of knowledge 

about veterinary first aid, Unavailability of milk co-operative 

society in or nearby villages and Lack of finance and loan 

facility nearby village. The training institutes, extension 

functionaries and non-government organization should 

directed their efforts by providing trainings and make them 

aware about the scientific \management of cattle so that their 

knowledge increases which results in the increase in the rate 

of adoption, which ultimately results in improvement of the 

socio-economic status of the rural women. 
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